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Sept. 5, 1996
UM HOSTS CONFERENCE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
SELF-EMPLOYMENT FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
MISSOULA -
About 125 rural disability professionals from throughout the nation will gather in Missoula 
Sept. 15-17 to discuss strategies and tactics for economic development and entrepreneurship for 
people with disabilities.
Common Threads ’96, held at Missoula’s Village Red Lion Inn, will focus on "Economic 
Development and Self-Employment in Vocational Rehabilitation." The conference is hosted by 
the Research and Training Center on Rural Rehabilitation Services, a division of The University of 
Montana’s Rural Institute on Disabilities.
Registration costs $95 and includes Sunday brunch, breakfasts on Monday and Tuesday, 
and a Monday evening reception. To register or for more information call Nancy Maxson at (406) 
243-2458. Anyone unable to attend the full conference who would like to attend a specific session 
should call Maxson to make arrangements on a space-available basis.
The conference weaves together keynote speeches by leading experts, workshops on varied 
employment issues and focused discussions. Sessions are interactive, designed to give participants 
ample opportunity to share and develop ideas and action plans.
Sunday’s opening session will feature a keynote address by Cornelia Flora, "Sustainable 
Communities and Human Resources: The Importance of Individuals with Disabilities as
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Community Assets." Flora, director of the North Central Regional Center for Regional 
Development at Iowa State University, is the author of "Rural Communities: Legacy and Change" 
and "Rural Policies for the 1990s."
On Sunday afternoon Randy Brown, district administrator of the Pennsylvania Office of 
Vocational Rehabilitation, will address "Bringing Vocational Rehabilitation to the Economic 
Development Table."
Monday morning sessions will feature a discussion of USDA rural development programs 
and policies by John Guthmiller, Bozeman-based program director of Rural Business and 
Cooperative Services for USDA Rural Development, and an exploration of self-employment 
strategies and programs by RoseAnne Herzog, director of the Disability Community Small 
Business Development Center in Ann Arbor, Mich.
Monday afternoon keynotes will feature Esther Onaga, associate professor of family and 
child ecology at Michigan State University, and Urban Miyares, a leading authority on, and 
example of, self-employment for people with disabilities. Onaga will discuss "Promising Rural 
Practices for Promoting Positive Vocational Outcomes in Michigan," and Miyares will address 
"Big Opportunities in (Rural) Small Business for People With Disabilities."
Dennis Rizzo, acting director of the New Jersey Developmental Disabilities Council, will 
present Tuesday’s featured address, "Exploring Options for Self-Employment."
m
Contact: Nancy Maxson, 243-2458.
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